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The River Ridge Board of Education held a regular board meeting on Wednesday, April 11, 
2018, in the multipurpose room of the elementary/middle/high school located at 11165 County 
Highway P, Patch Grove, WI.  The following business was conducted. 
 

I. Call to Order 
Board President Kenny Nies called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
Jason Cathman, Adam Guthrie, Karla Irish, Cory Moravits, Kenny Nies and Kerri Schier 
were present.  Cory Raisbeck was absent.  Superintendent/Principal Dr. Jeff Athey, 
Business Manager Kevin Kocer, Maintenance Director Jim Wunnicke, 5th-12th Grade 
Principal Clay Koenig and Special Education Director Amy Mezera were also present. 
 

III. The Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

IV. Statement of Notice 
Cory Moravits stated that proof of posting of the meeting was given on April 9, 2018, at 
9:00 a.m.  Kenny Nies declared this a legal, official meeting. 
 

V. Appearances 
Superintendent Dr. Jeff Athey was prepared to present board member Cory Raisbeck 
with a plaque thanking him for serving on the River Ridge Board of Education. Since he 
was absent, the plaque along with a thank you will be mailed to him instead. 
 

VI. Approval of Minutes 
A. January 10, 2018, Closed Session Minutes 
B. March 14, 2018, Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
C. March 14, 2018, Closed Session Minutes  
 
Jason Cathman made the motion to approve all three sets of meeting minutes.  Karla 
Irish seconded the motion.  The motion carried on a voice vote. 
 

VII. Reports 
A. Finance Report 

i. Financial Statements, Receipts, and Expenditures 
Business Manager Kevin Kocer presented the financial report for the past month.  
Cory Moravits made the motion to approve the financial report as presented.  
Adam Guthrie seconded the motion.  The motion carried on a 6-0 roll call vote.  
 



ii. Approve Health, Dental, and Vision Insurance Premium Rates and Renewal 
Joining us this evening from Tricor Insurance was Brent Straka.  He shared there 
would be no increase in health insurance premiums for next year, a slight 
increase in dental insurance and vision premiums would remain the same.  Karla 
Irish made the motion to approve the health, dental, and vision insurance 
premium rates and renewal for 2018-19.  Jason Cathman seconded the motion.  
The motion carried on a 6-0 roll call. 
 

B. Buildings and Grounds Committee Report 
i. Discussion of Bloomington Site 

Kevin Kocer reported that he was in possession of bids submitted for the 
Bloomington School building and property.  The deadline for submitting bids was 
4:00 p.m. Friday, April 6, 2018.  Later, during this meeting, the Board will go into 
closed session and open the bids.  Once the process plays out, this information 
will become public knowledge. 

 
ii. Maintenance Director’s Report 

Jim Wunnicke provided the Board with maintenance updates.  He mentioned the 
curbing replacement is now complete.  He showed board members an example of 
the dead bolt that will be made and installed on interior doors this summer prior 
to the start of the 2018-19 school year to help with safety.  He shared that the old 
ticket booth has be converted to a suitable office for Grant County s Sheriff 
Deputies to occupy and do reports when they are on campus.  This helps give us a 
greater law enforcement presence to make the school safer.  Jim reported that 
netting for the softball and baseball diamonds will be put up by the end of next 
week.  Jim mentioned that the crack in the boys’ bathroom in the new middle 
school addition has been temporarily fixed.  The entire board took a few minutes 
to see this first hand.  Kraemer Brothers will be returning once school is out to 
redo this bathroom floor.   
 

C. Policy/Curriculum Committee Report 
Kerri Schier shared that the Policy/Curriculum Committee met on April 4.  The 
second reading of Policies 447.1 and 447.11 was held. The Committee had taken a 
look at a policy from another school district about coach/player 
ration/compensation and that Athletic Director Wade Winkers will be bringing 
something back next month that more realistic realistically fits what is going on at 
River Ridge.  Two Employee Handbook changes were being recommended tonight 
pertaining to the compensation for baseball/softball coaching and the compensation 
of non-staff coaches.  The Committee also spent time discussing Complaint 
Procedure Policy 872 which will be further examined and discussed next month.  
Adam Guthrie made the motion to approve the second reading of Policies 447.1 and 
447.11 and changes to items iv. and v. in the Employee Handbook pertaining to 
compensation for baseball/softball coaching and compensation for non-staff 
coaching.  Cory Moravits seconded the motion.  The motion carried on a voice vote.  



 
D. Staff and Employee Relations Committee Report 

Jason Cathman shared that the Staff and Employee Relations Committee met on 
April 4, 2018.  He shared that the Board would be addressing a new two-year 
contract in Closed Session with one of the administrator team members tonight.  
This person’s current contract expires June 30, 2018.  The Committee also discussed 
concerns about the small gap in pay between new support staff members and those 
who have been here for some time.  Kevin Kocer planned on playing with some 
numbers and look at various tiers of employment years of service to bring back to 
the May 2 meeting.  The Committee did not make any recommendations for 2018-
19 compensation for teachers, support staff, and special license staff.  They hope to 
bring such a recommendation to the May regular board meeting.   
 

E. Superintendent’s Report. 
Dr. Athey called the board’s attention to the Policy Perspectives’ handout in their 
board packet on “Safe Schools.” He shared that Governor Walker recently signed a 
bill into legislation to grant monies to school districts to address “school safety” 
matters.  Following a meeting he attended with Grant County Sheriff’s Department 
members and other CESA #3 Superintendents on March 29, Dr. Athey submitted a 
letter to the Department of Justice indicating that the River Ridge School District 
would be interested in receiving the maximum dollars available to help make the 
River Ridge School safer.  The Policy Perspective handout outlines what will be 
required of school districts and boards of education pertaining to “safe schools.”   
 
Clay Koenig shared that he had discussed staffing needs with the Staff and Employee 
Relations Committee last Wednesday.  As a result, he has posted both internally and 
externally for a 1.0 Science/Social Studies teacher for the middle school level until 
the position is filled.  As a result, there will be some changes of assignment of some 
of our teachers here at River Ridge. 
 
Finally, Dr. Athey shared that he had attended a Blue Ribbon Commission hearing at 
Southwest Wisconsin Technical College in Fennimore regarding school funding. 
Seven area superintendents told their stories about how inequities in school funding 
have impacted the rural schools in SW Wisconsin.  There was a hearing before the 
Joint Finance Committee co-chaired by Assembly Chair Representative Joel Kitchens 
and Senate Chair Luther Olson.  Our hope is that these legislators will support 
education in rural Wisconsin and come up with a more equitable way of funding 
schools. 
 

VIII. Old Business 
A. Approval of Early College Credit Program 

After the superintendent and high school principal provided the board some follow-
up information about a high school junior who had applied to take a Start College 
Now Program course at SWTC next year, Karla Irish made a motion to grant the 



student permission to take the class.  Jason Cathman seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried on a voice vote. 
 

IX. New Business 
A. Lettering in a Non WIAA Sanctioned Sport 

Dr. Athey shared that after last month’s regular school board meeting, he contacted 
Dave Andersen of WIAA, who responded by saying that High School Rodeo is not 
recognized as a sport by the WIAA.  However, if a school would like to recognize 
students in these activities in other ways, they have the latitude.  Clay Koenig met 
with the parent who had brought this concern forward and asked him what he 
wants to see happen. The response was to see students in activities such as high 
school rodeo or trap shooting get their pictures taken and put in the 
newspapers/newsletter. Clay will talk to Jostens to see if a letter with “High School 
Rodeos” and “Trap Shooting” could be inscribed and what it would cost.  This would 
come as an expense to parents if they wish for this to be pursued. 

 
X. Convene into Closed Session 

Jason Cathman made a motion for the Board to go into closed session to address bids 
for the Bloomington School and property. Cory Moravits seconded the motion. The 
motion carried on a 6-0 roll call vote. The Board went into closed session at 6:43p.m. 

 
XI. Reconvene into Open Session 

Adam Guthrie made a motion to re-convene into open session. Karla Irish seconded the 
motion. The motion carried on a voice vote. The Board went back into open session at 
7:25p.m. 
 

XII. Action, if any. 
Kenny Nies said there is no action to be taken from the closed session. He said the Board 
will need to select a date and time to hold a Special Board meeting to meet with the 
bidders about the Bloomington school and property. He said they should develop 
questions to ask the bidders for further clarification of the bids that were submitted. 
They also would like to have Attorney Eileen Brownlee present.  

 
XIII. External Site Plan Discussion 

The Board was given information from Mitch Gilbertson regarding a conceptual budget 
he had figured for the external site plan. They spent time discussing what was submitted 
and the next steps to be taken. They asked Administration to invite Mitch Gilbertson 
and Kevin Eipperle to the May 9th regular Board meeting to discuss the budget and site 
plan. Dr. Athey was also asked to contact the Engineering Department at UW-Platteville 
to see if same of the Engineering students would be willing to come to Patch Grove to 
look at the site ad offer some suggestions about the layout of the fields. 
 

XIV. Convene into Closed Session 
A. Staffing Contracts 



Jason Cathman made a motion to convene into closed session to discuss a 
administrative staffing contract. Cory Moravits seconded the motion. The motion 
carried on a 6-0 roll call vote. The Board went into closed session at 8:09p.m. 
 

XV. Reconvene into Open Session 
Adam Guthrie made a motion to reconvene into open session. Kerri Schier seconded the 
motion. The motion carried on a voice vote. The Board reconvened into open session at 
9:17p.m. 
 

XVI. Action, if any. 
Kenny Nies said he would contact Eileen Brownlee to complete the contract details for 
the administrator from closed session. 

 
XVII. Appearances 

There were none.  
 

XVIII. Information 
A. Upcoming Meeting Schedule 

Kenny Nies confirmed the upcoming meeting schedule: 
i. Policy and Curriculum Committee Meeting – May 2nd at 5:00p.m. 
ii. Staff and Employee Relations Committee Meeting – May 2nd at 5:30p.m. 
iii. Special School Board Meeting – May 2nd at 6:30p.m. 
iv. Regular School Board Meeting – May 9th at 5:30p.m. 

B. Board of Education Member Suggestion and Recommendations for Future Items 
There were none.  
 

XIX. Adjournment 
Jason Cathman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Cory Moravits seconded the 
motion. The motion carried on a voice vote. The meeting adjourned at 9:22p.m. 

 
 


